In contrast to other species in which a high antagonism effect is generally observed between P and Mg absorption, a positive relationship was found between the absorption of these minerals in pigs. The minimum Mg requirement was calculated by extrapolation of endogenous Mg excretion in the faeces (400-700 mg/day). This can largely be satisfied by usual diets. Plasma levels ranged from 1.6 to 2 mg/ 100 ml (mean ± SD, n = 500 was 1.83 ± 0.03) when animals were fed the control diets. Bone Mg contents ranged from 0.3 to 0.7 p. 100 on dry basis, with an overall mean of 0.4 p. 100 ; it decreased with age up to 4 months. These two parameters varied with the Mg intake and thus could not be used as requirement criteria. The apparent digestibility and retention coefficients of magnesium (30 and 20 p. 100 of Mg intake, respectively) were extremely variable from one experiment to another and were lower than those of Ca and P (near 50 p. 100). Mg deficiency is not importante in practive, but this is not the case for Mg overload which in addition to diarrhea may lead to bone mineralization disturbances.
conferred by milk in swine species. Antibodies of the IgA class have a privileged function in the passive protection of piglets against enteritis caused by these enteric agents. The other humoral components (lactoferrin, lysozyme, lactoperoxydase) 
